
Advent 2022 

 

Dear friends and relatives,  

 

As the year 2022 comes to an end, I have been thinking about life as a journey. Our church 

theme for Advent and Christmas this year is “Journey to Bethlehem.” I had the opportunity to 

preach on the First Sunday of Advent, and I used the passage from Isaiah 2 to set the vision for 

this journey, with the title, “Walk in the Light.” There, the prophet talks about all nations 

streaming to “the mountain of the Lord’s house” envisioned as the temple on Mt. Zion in 

Jerusalem. So, the invitation comes first to those who claim to be the people of God, “come, let 

us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

 

In Jesus, we understand the journey to the mountain starts with a journey to the hills of 

Bethlehem. Our destination is the very presence of God, and that destination is now represented 

no longer in a physical building on a particular mountain, but in a person named Jesus who 

makes himself known to all the nations by the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus, our journey to the 

mountain becomes a journey to a humble cattle feeding trough in Bethlehem, to find “God with 

us.” Furthermore, it is a journey for anyone, not just a particular tradition or ethnic group.  

 

The ”journey” is a meaningful image for us in 2022. A year ago in December, we were able to 

spend time with two of Twila's daughters who live at a distance as well as members of their own 

families. That involved physical journeys for one daughter to us and for us to visit the other. 

From then, through 2022, many of our interactions with Twila's family have centered on the 

creation and giving of various-sized quilts and related fabric creations, each crafted to reflect 

something of the journey of its recipient.  

 

Being able to piece together individual quilts and then bind them 

after the quilter works her magic has been a blessing to Twila, 

made possible through two special gifts to her—and, really, both 

of us! The first gift was the ability to finish our previously 

unfinished basement to create a large sewing area with plenty of 

space to spread out projects. The second gift is a longtime friend, 

Barb, who patiently sets up projects so that the sewing can be 

completed.  

 

In addition, Barb is integrally related to the decades-long “journey of the corgis” which is 

culminating in 2022. When I first met Twila, she had just gotten a new corgi, Daysha, with 

Barb’s help to pick it out. Upon our marriage and move to 

Indiana in 2008, Daysha became Barb’s dog and a year later 

had puppies. Twila picked out and named Daya, who has been 

our canine companion for most of our married life. Barb ended 

up keeping the only male in the litter, Dakota, in addition to 

Daysha, the mother. We have been dogsitters during the travels 

of each other for all of these years. Sadly, Daysha died in early 

2022, and in June, our Daya died suddenly and unexpectedly. 

In December, we’ve learned that Dakota is terminally ill. So 
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when Barb comes to sew with Twila, we get to spend some time yet with the last of the three 

corgis who have been a part of our lives.  

 

The death of pets reminds us of our human mortality as well. It seems like this year has been 

particularly poignant in the passing of the previous generation. My mother’s older sister died in 

February at age 98 and during the rest of the year, the rest of my Dad’s siblings have all passed 

on--as well as most of their spouses. Being far away and attending memorial services online has 

its bittersweet aspects. But we value the legacy they left us. We also have frequent reminders that 

our abilities and even our days on earth are limited. For us, our earthly journey goes on as we 

walk in the light, journeying to Bethlehem for yet another year until we finally arrive in the 

fullness of the light of Christ.  

 

While we didn’t get to Minnesota or Oregon or California, we did make a few trips to other parts 

of Pennsylvania and a trip to Indiana. In August, I took a train trip, first to Chicago and Lombard 

to visit my daughter, Renita, and her husband, Matthew. From there, I went back to Elkhart and 

Goshen. My son, Nathan, came back with me for a week in Williamsport. A good friend from 

Williamsport named Cheryl offered to drive us to Indiana where we dropped off Nathan in 

Middlebury and then made our base at the home of my sister, Cheryl, and her husband, Ron. The 

two Cheryls enjoyed meeting each other, and my sister planned a reunion of Leichty cousins who 

live in northern Indiana. We also got to visit with friends from our old neighborhood and a 

church small group.  

 

Several trips to Lancaster to see Twila’s last living aunt as well as her brother, cousins, and a 

number of friends were also highlights of our more limited road journeys.  

 

2022 also proved to be a milestone on another journey. A project in 2007 that turned into a 

nonprofit organization in 2011 underwent a two-year transformation to become the Disability 

Ministry Network (DMN) in 2022. It is gratifying to see a new generation of leadership pick up 

the vision of this work to encourage and equip all churches to welcome and include persons with 

disabilities of all kinds and all ages. I have agreed to stay on the board for the year 2023 to help 

in the transition.  

 

During 2022, I was also affirmed for a second four-year term as an Elder at Agape Fellowship, 

our congregation in Williamsport. I am grateful to have the opportunity to share in various 

ministries of worship leading, music, teaching, and preaching.  

 

Yet, the biggest project/journey this year is the release of Wrapped in God’s 

Love: Selected Writings of Twila Jean Charles Leichty. Twila’s sister, 

Linda, initiated this project more than a year ago by offering to compile 

Twila’s writings of the last several decades. With the help of her husband, 

Phil, she did the bulk of the work, and I have done the final editing. On 

December 9, 2022, it was published as a paperback on Amazon. It is also 

available in a Kindle electronic version. This is a significant journey for the 

four of us, but especially for Twila as some of her meaningful writings are 

available to a wider world audience.  

 

https://disabilityministrynetwork.org/
https://disabilityministrynetwork.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Wrapped-Gods-Love-Selected-Writings/dp/B0BQ9HN8YS/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BQMW4WQ4
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Where will our journeys take us in 2023? It would be easy to be anxious and fearful in the 

distressing and violent world in which we live. Yet our yearly “Journey to Bethlehem” is a 

reminder that in Jesus, we are on a journey to “the mountain of the Lord’s house,” the fullness of 

God’s presence.  

 

So, we wish for each of you a walk in hope, in joy, and in peace in this season and throughout 

the year 2023!  “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

 

Paul & Twila 

 

 


