
 
Advent 2020 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior 

…  

Dear friends and relatives, 

  
I started this Advent season thinking about “preparing.” I looked back at my calendar for last 

December and all of the preparations I was doing for holiday travel back and forth from 

Pennsylvania to Indiana and Illinois in order to spend a little time with my children. 

  
This year, of course, is different. None of us has known how to prepare for a pandemic, for a 

time of national reckoning on racism, for wildfires and hurricanes, and for a divisive and 

tumultuous ongoing election season. 

  
I’ve decided that the key to a Merry Christmas is to go beyond the superficial “Merry” and focus 

on the Advent song of joy sung by Mary and (I would suggest) Elizabeth. What is that joy that 

leaps in the womb, that “magnifies the Lord” and that “rejoices in God my Savior”? It is the 

overwhelming joy of living in light of Advent, the Coming of the Messiah’s rule into our sick 

and broken existence, our divided and violent world. 

  
It is good to look back at the year 2020 for many reasons. One very practical reason, I 

discovered, was that most of the topics I was going to cover in this letter, I shared in a mid-year 

letter in June. So, I will summarize here and move on to the last half of the year. If you didn’t get 

my mid-year letter, feel free to let me know and I’ll send it to you. 

  
The year 2020 may be known as the year of Zoom. Yet, Zoom was one tool I didn’t need to 

prepare for since I have been using it for a number of years. On June 1, 2020, I retired from my 

last part-time salaried job with Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship (MHF) after many Zoom 

meetings focused on the pandemic and orienting my successor. Thus, it was also fitting that my 

retirement celebration was also on Zoom. I was humbled and honored to see connections from 

across the country and even other parts of the world and to hear the kind words spoken. 

  
I was delighted when the MHF Board asked me to coordinate a project in these next months to 

help collect, interpret, and write the history of the organization and its three predecessors. That is 

an ongoing project that will stretch out for at least a number of months yet. 

  
Following retirement, I continue and have even stepped up my involvement in church activities 

at the congregational and district levels. I am involved in music on fifth Sundays, serve as an 

elder and worship leader, and preach upon occasion, more so now since our pastor is the bishop 

for the other churches in our district. The spring shut-down of in-person worship and other 

services was hard, but I was able to give some assistance, given my familiarity with Zoom. 

  
Meanwhile, Twila has continued with an assortment of projects related to sewing and quilting. 

Sizes of her works of art range from the “mug rugs” which grace our table to the amazing purple 

quilt that she made in honor of my retirement. She continues to relate to friends old and new with 

activities ranging from sewing to Bible studies to grocery shopping to simply listening. I am 
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privileged to be a supportive observer and occasional participant in what God is doing through 

her ministry. 

  
Before the pandemic hit, we were saddened to say “good-by” to her uncle Don Jacobs in 

Lancaster, beloved by many. I was honored to be asked by Anna Ruth to offer a piano prelude of 

favorite hymns as hundreds gathered from as far away as Tanzania for the memorial service on 

Leap Day. Since then, we were able to make one trip to Lancaster to visit Anna Ruth in a 

socially distanced outdoor setting. Don was the pastor who officiated at our wedding in 2008, 

and we have precious memories of visiting in their home since then. 

  
Of course, we have been affected like everyone else as the pandemic arrived in the late winter. 

After a Memorial Day surge of COVID-19 in my old home territory of Northern Indiana, the 

virus arrived at my son, Nathan’s, day program and group home. We were grateful that even 

though testing positive, Nathan was essentially asymptomatic. Yet it wore on everyone as 

summer and fall visiting plans had to be cancelled, the isolation period was long and drawn out, 

and a few of his housemates and key staff had serious bouts of COVID-19. 

  
Then, in September through a series of quirky and yet providential events, Twila and I 

discovered we had the virus. We still don’t know where we got it. The pieces fell together after 

Twila was hospitalized with symptoms which turned out to be atrial fibrillation. Upon the advice 

of my sister, Cheryl, I urged the hospitalist to have Twila tested for COVID-19 before she left 

the hospital. Eventually, both of us got positive results and we isolated until mid-October. We 

are grateful to have had only mild symptoms and great support from our church friends. 

  
Since then, there has been something of a surge in our county and we have kept busy trying to 

help others and relate to church folks needing encouragement. Traveling continues on hold. 

Since Elkhart County, Indiana, remains a pandemic hot spot, my many-times-postponed plans to 

visit my children in Indiana and Illinois are still on hold for an indefinite number of months. 

  
While the effects of 2020 on our lives have been relatively mild, we grieve for those who have 

lost loved ones. We also grieve at the racism, corruption, and division in our country and world 

as well as the accelerated environmental destruction made evident in wildfires and hurricanes. 

We struggle at points with how to respond, and at other times, simply marvel at the simple ways 

we get to be involved in what God is doing right around us. As we are reminded that God is at 

work even in all of the turmoil, we want to stand with those who are suffering and grieving as 

well as rejoice with Elizabeth and Mary in the joy of anticipating the coming of God our Savior 

into our world. 

  
May that same joy be yours as well! We send our love and prayers! 

 


