
 
 December 25, 2019 

 

Dear friends and family,  

 

It’s evident that I am very much behind this year in writing a Christmas letter. Hopefully, it still 

brings warm wishes and many blessings as you celebrate this special season and enter into a new 

year.  

 

I've been reflecting on the mystery and wonder of the Incarnation. My thoughts were stirred in 

part by teaching a fall quarter Sunday School class on the First Epistle of John in the New 

Testament. The Johannine writings give us a picture of the early Christian community struggling 

to communicate fully this mystery. In the Gospel of John we see Jesus bumping up against the 

attitude of the Jewish leaders that he can't possibly be the Son of God because God is One and 

there are no other gods. On the other hand, in 1 John, the Greek religious elite were enamored 

with the concept that the Son of God had come to earth, but the idea that Jesus was also a real 

flesh-and-blood human being was incomprehensible!  

 

Yet Christian faith is precisely about the One and Only Creator God of the Universe breaking 

into our ordinary human existence in the person of Jesus Christ, Son of God, and fully Human 

One ("Son of Man").  God comes to us as frail, vulnerabile human beings and shares our very 

existence, including absorbing the consequences of human rebellion in death on a cross. Like 

ancient people with religious ideas taken to extreme, we too often still want to separate the 

“physical” and the “spiritual" in our lives. Yet, in the midst of so much sorrow and pain and 

injustice around us, God is breaking into our nitty-gritty human existence and calling us back to 

the fullness of life! May that also be your experience as we contemplate the mystery and wonder 

of God’s acts!  

 

Highlights of the year tend to revolve around relationships and the work to which God has called 

us.  

 

Early in the year, it was our privilege to host in our home and spend quality time over a six-week 

period, January to March, with Twila’s sister and husband, Linda and Phil Byler. They were in 

“re-entry” mode after serving for 15 years in East Africa, the last three in a remote region of 

South Sudan. Later in the year, they settled in Southern California, but we still see them here in 

the East, including a short anticipated visit on the last weekend of 2019.  

 

From March to early July, we did some traveling, some of it in connection with my work with 

Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship (MHF). This included a board meeting and visiting friends in 

Virginia in March, MHF’s Annual Gathering in June, and some tacked on trips which took Twila 
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to Illinois while I represented MHF at MennoCon 19, the Mennonite Church USA Convention in 

Kansas City. In October, I attended my 45-year reunion at Goshen College which was a special 

time to meet classmates who I don’t often see.  

 

In the middle of all of these trips were opportunities to see my children in Indiana and Illinois. In 

addition, Nathan came out to visit us in Williamsport during the summer and again in this month 

of December. Renita and her husband, Matthew, are still in Lombard, Illinois. We also value the 

opportunities to see Twila’s daughters and families as the occasions permit.  

 

We continue to be active in our church, Agape Fellowship, and other community activities. 

Twila continues her sewing and quilting activities, including helping with an inter-generational 

sewing circle class twice a month at church. Meanwhile, I serve as an elder, Sunday School 

teacher, and occasional preacher.  

 

We are having a quiet Christmas Day at home after a Christmas eve service at church last 

evening. We look forward to new adventures in 2020! We are grateful for the good health that 

we have even amidst the signs that our bodies are aging. If any of you are traveling in our area, 

we have a spacious guest room and would be happy for you to stop in.  

 

In the midst of the considerable turmoil of the world in which we live, we wish you God’s 

richest blessings as you celebrate “God with us” in the year to come!  

 

Grace and peace! 

 
Paul & Twila Leichty  

 

 


