
 
 December 20, 2018 

Dear family and friends,  

 

There is a certain irony that the season of waiting 

(Advent) is also, for many of us, a season of busyness 

(commonly called “the Christmas season”). Indeed, times 

of waiting in expectation can also be busy times. However, 

the question is "busy doing what?" And, do we know what 

we are waiting for? In the Bible, the prophecies concerning 

the "coming (advent) of the Lord" do not have time stamps 

on them. Are we waiting for what has already come and we 

just don't see it? Or is our longing for something more that 

is yet to come? Is our waiting symbolic and already 

fulfilled in Jesus' first coming or yet to be fulfilled in Jesus' 

second coming?  

 

Most often, the answer is "Both." As followers of Jesus 

Christ, we are called to live into God's Reign inaugurated 

in Jesus' first coming. We are called to live as if the 

fulfillment that we expect in the second coming has, by 

faith, already taken place. The presence of the Holy Spirit is that “in between" reality. Our 

busyness involves what we do to get in line with what God's Spirit is doing.  

 

So, we carry out our ministries of healing and hope in the footsteps of Jesus as we await the 

fullness of salvation in Advent II. As the heavenly chorus proclaims: 

 The kingdom of this world is become 

 The kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ! 

 And he shall reign for ever and ever!  Revelation 11:15 

 

In 2018 we have settled into a new normal for our lives in Williamsport. As I write this, I’m 

sitting in the train station in Pittsburgh remembering that two years ago I ended up in the hospital 

in that city. I’m very grateful that my health has been stable this year.  

 

I am becoming more involved at Agape Fellowship. Early in the year, I accepted a role as one 

of the elders which involves several meetings a month as well as responsibilities in the worship 

service several months out of the year. I have also been facilitating different focus groups which 

change quarterly during our Sunday School hour. I’ve done spiritual gifts, sermon discussion, 

and now conflict resolution, all with different co-facilitators, which makes the endeavor both 

manageable and more interesting.  
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Twila remains in various behind-the-scenes ministries 

relating to other women, helping with “food rescue” at one 

of the local supermarkets, and taking people to medical 

appointments. And there is always a project going in her 

sewing room, taking advantage of a variety of quilting 

fabric (most of it given to her) to make quilts, fidgets, and 

“mug rugs” (small placemats).  

 

I continue to enjoy my work for 

Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship. I 

was honored to be asked to give the closing presentation/sermon for the 

Annual Gathering in Bluffton, Ohio in June. That presentation is posted 

online now in various formats through the Mennonite Health Journal.  

 

The journey to Ohio in June kicked off the first of three trips to Indiana and 

Illinois. We visited family and friends, attended a nephew’s wedding, and 

said good-by to Twila’s aunt.  We’ve also had a number of trips to the 

Lancaster area as I continue to learn to know my new conference and its 

leaders. I find it interesting that we are now eligible to attend a special 

retreat for retired ministers and spouses. We went in October and it was an inspirational time in 

addition to cultivating relationships. Other trips during the year have included Harrisonburg, 

Virgina (me), Tennessee (Twila), and southeastern Pennsylvania (both of us).  

 

My last trip of the year, from which I just returned, took me by 

train to see my children. First stop was Indiana to connect with 

my son, Nathan. He and I then continued by train to Chicago and 

Lombard to spend the weekend with Renita and Matthew. Nathan 

had his own medical crisis this summer with a bowel obstruction 

which landed him in the Goshen hospital for two surgeries and a 

three-week stay. We are all very grateful that he is now 

recovering well and back to his normal routine. He enjoyed our 

December rides on the commuter trains.  

 

Meanwhile, back in Williamsport, I attend men’s groups at church and in the neighborhood, and 

we both appreciate our relationships with family and friends, old and new. I get to re-live a little 

bit of my school orchestra days as we have attended several concerts in which one of Twila’s 

great-granddaughters plays violin. And most weekends, Twila and I play Super Scrabble. It looks 

like our 2018 series will go down to the wire to determine the household champion!  

 

At an overarching level, though, we continue waiting for Jesus’ coming, opening up ourselves to 

whatever ways we can observe and serve in living out “Emmanuel, God with us.’ May you also 

experience that reality in this season and throughout 2019! 

 

Grace and peace! 

 

https://mennohealth.org/2018/12/salvation-therapy/



