
 
 Advent 2017 

 

Our church is Agape Fellowship. “Agape” is one of the Greek words for “love” in the New 

Testament of the Bible. During the month of November, four persons shared parts of their life 

journey. The theme of agape love was woven throughout these testimonies. When I think of love 

and Christmas, I think of John 3:16: For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and 

only son so that whoever believes on him might not perish but have eternal life. I’ve reflected on 

the love of God which prepares us for physical death and the next life. But I’m also struck by the 

power of love in each of our present lives. This love shown in the Advent of Jesus shines through 

to the present and is the only thing that can bring us together in the divisive fractured world in 

which we live! While we can’t save the world, we can reflect the love of God shown in Jesus 

Christ that is already at work to save our world! That is truly worth celebrating!  

 

As I begin this letter, it is Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend. This whole year has been one of 

Thanksgiving, for sure! You may remember that last year’s letter was actually completed and 

sent in February of this year due to my heart attack on December 8th. I am truly thankful for the 

outpouring of God’s love through the love, prayers, and support of my family and friends. I’m 

thankful that God has preserved my life and given me some extra days on this earth. 2017 is the 

start of a life transition, an adventure to see what God has in store! 

 

My illness came on the heels of our move to Williamsport. Being here meant that Twila had 

ready support from her previous home congregation as well as many friends. It also meant that 

many people were praying for me before they actually knew me very well. As I recovered, new 

relationships formed, and I have been blessed. And as Twila has gradually shifted her energies 

from simply keeping me going to reaching out in new ways to family and friends, I have been 

blessed to see God at work in the love shining through her.   

 

After sending my February Christmas letter, I finally got out of the hospital on February 20 and 

continued recovering from the lung issues that had twice sent me back to the emergency room 

and the intensive care unit. I was privileged to have home health services until April 5 and the 

outpatient physical therapy lasted until late May. From then on, I have continued a regimen of 

gym workouts three times a week on my own for strength and endurance.  

 

In March, my half-time employer, Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship (MHF), hired a six-month 

interim person to temporarily replace me. At about the same time, my quarter-time employer, 

Mennonite.net, hired a permanent replacement for my position. However, I was feeling well 

enough by then that I could participate in orienting this new person to the work I had been doing. 

Those hours have dwindled over the past nine month as I resumed my half-time position with 

MHF on September 1.  
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In late April, I was blessed to have my son, Nathan, visit us in Williamsport as his mother and 

aunt so kindly and generously brought him out to see us in our new home. Now, in December, I 

plan to go to Indiana and bring him back with me by train to spend Christmas with us. Following 

that, we will take him back to Indiana and spend time both around Goshen and on into Illinois to 

see my daughter, Renita, and her husband, Matthew, as well as some friends. And, we are even 

planning on seeing my sister, Cheryl, and her husband, Ron, who will be visiting their son in 

Goshen while we are in the area. Cheryl was my long-distance medical advocate during my 

illness and kept many of you informed during those critical December days.  

 

After release from home health services, it was good to travel again starting in May with a 

relatively short trip to Lancaster where Twila’s aunt and uncle always graciously welcome us. In 

June, Twila and I were able to go to MHF’s Annual Gathering in western Pennsylvania where I 

could be a participant instead of a planner.  

 

Our big trip was in July, but the first part of it was pre-empted by yet another hospitalization for 

what turned out to be one more drug reaction. However, we got to go to Indiana and Illinois and 

spend quality time with family and friends before heading back to Williamsport where we 

welcomed Twila’s sister, Linda, and husband, Phil, passing through on their home visit from 

South Sudan. We were able to take them to Lancaster and celebrate our 9th wedding anniversary 

along the way! 

 

Another highlight for me has been getting back into helping in a local congregation as I formally 

joined Agape during the summer. On October 22, I preached my first sermon in over three years 

and was warmly received. Twila and I help prepare the communion emblems once a month, and 

I have recently agreed to be a part of a committee giving leadership to facilitating growth as a 

congregation.  

 

We were blessed to spend Thanksgiving in Lancaster, and since that time, we have attended 

several free Christmas concerts which were fun to listen to. We look forward to seeing Indiana 

and Illinois friends and relatives and bring in the new year there! 

 

It is now December 9, a year from the day in which my heart attack was diagnosed and I was 

hospitalized. While we live in uncertain times and health issues cause us to reflect on our own 

mortality, we are thankful for each day God gives us and want to use our time and energies for 

the cause of Christ whose birth we joyfully celebrate! 

 

Have a blessed Christmas and New Year of 2018! 

 
Paul and Twila  

 

A few pictures are online at https://photos.app.goo.gl/0GnsbGfLyYCOykg43 




