
 
 February 13, 2017 

 

Greetings in this season that has now gone from Advent to Christmas to Epiphany and beyond!  I 

don’t ever recall starting a letter in December and then not finishing it until February.  Yet, as 

many of you know, this has been an unusual season!  So I will still share my Advent comments 

and then give the latest updates.   

 

"In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains...; all the nations shall stream to it.... [The LORD] shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

war any more. ...Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!"  Isaiah 2:2-5 

 

Isaiah's prophetic ministry begins in a time when the decades long "house" of King Uzziah ends 

in his death and there is great uncertainty what the next king and his ruling house will be like. 

The establishment of a house is a fitting image for us to ponder in 2016-2017. The transition in 

U.S. White House is the most abrupt of my lifetime and is generating its own uncertainty.   

 

The ruling house affects the houses or homes of the people. On the Sunday after the election, we 

heard stories of how the establishment of a new house in Washington was already causing fear in 

other homes. It is a common human longing to want a home where we can live in safety and 

peace and comfort. Yet, immigrants who have already fled their homes in search of peace and 

economic security now fear that they will lose their new homes as they are subject to scorn and 

hostility, hatred and deportation. African-Americans, whose ancestors were forcibly removed 

from their homes in Africa, but have now been in America for many generations, have renewed 

fears for their safety in large sections of the country. More recently, travel bans are separating 

homes and families and the talk of a wall installs fear.  

 

Meanwhile on the larger world scene, even in the land of Jesus' birth, thousands and even 

millions of people flee their houses and work and homelands in a desperate attempt to avoid the 

violence going on around them. The baby Jesus became a refugee and immigrant in Egypt due to 

Herod's frantic efforts so save his house of power. So the pattern continues as those who seek to 

establish their "houses" and authority in our day push out, persecute, and kill those of a different 

race, ethnicity, or religion who get in their way.  

 

In the midst of this worldly clash of houses, Isaiah proclaims that Yahweh's house will be 

established in a much different manner. It will not come about by conquering armies invading 

the countryside. Instead, the weapons of war will be turned into instruments cultivating the food 

of life. And the nations will come to Yahweh's mountain of their own free will.  
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This is the house established in Jesus Christ whose advent and birth as well as life and ministry 

we celebrate in this season! Soon, we will again be reminded of the power of the cross, leading 

to a new type of “house” for God's ruling purposes – the church.  

 

As for us, 2016 will be known as the year when the physical location of our house changed. Last 

year at this time, we greeted you from Goshen, Indiana. This year, our greetings come from 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania.   

 

Although we have been talking for several years about moving sometime to somewhere in 

Pennsylvania, things started moving quickly after a conversation on the eve of our wedding 

anniversary on July 26. When we were planning our marriage eight years ago, we needed to 

decide if we would live in my home in Goshen or Twila's home in Williamsport. At that time, 

the future of a home for my son, Nathan, was uncertain. My parents were both living but slowly 

declining, and I had one sibling living in Goshen. Now, none of those are factors.  

 

Meanwhile, Twila has two daughters and their multiple offspring in the Williamsport area and 

another two daughters and families elsewhere in Pennsylvania. She also has many close friends 

including those at her church home at Agape Fellowship. My work has been such that I can 

continue to work at the jobs I am currently doing from Williamsport and ease more gradually 

into retirement in the years to come.  

 

Our search included three trips to Williamsport from August to October and culminated in a 

move to a two story townhouse November 16-18. We are grateful for all of the people on both 

ends who were a tremendous help! We trust that the Spirit will use this house as an outpost of 

God's own house for the cause of Christ and whatever role we are to play in the days to come! 

 

As many of you may know, our lives took an unexpected sudden turn involving my earthly 

home, my body, on December 8. I had a heart attack very suddenly which nevertheless took two 

emergency room visits to diagnose. After a week in intensive care at Williamsport Hospital, I 

developed additional life-threatening arythmias and was life flighted to Pittsburgh. I was in 

intensive care about two weeks, then in a regular unit getting off of all of the tubes that had kept 

me alive. After a defibrillator/pacemaker implant on January 3, I was sent back to a rehab unit in 

Williamsport on January 4.  Ten days later, I was strong enough to go back home and enter out-

patient physical therapy.   

 

However, the following weekend, I was experiencing such shortness of breath that on Monday, 

January 23, I was re-admitted to Williamsport Hospital. The doctors puzzled over me for a 

number of days and finally concluded my lungs were having a toxic reaction to one of the heart 

medications.  Unfortunately, that medication stays in the body for many weeks.  So while I was 

discharged again on February 4, I’ve had to start over with rehab, this time using home health 

services. As I try to finish this, I am back in the hospital again as of February 12, being treated 

for pneumonia. 

 

Through it all, I am grateful to God for another chance at life and a hoped-for relative recovery 

health.  During this time, I had my 65th birthday. It is truly overwhelming to think of all of the 
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people involved in my medical attention, the friendships formed in my new community, my 

supportive spouse,  as well as the hundreds of people praying for me literally around the world!   

 

At this time, I am on medical leave from my work with Mennonite Healthcare Fellowship and 

Mennonite.net. My hope had been to work several more years in this work I enjoy before 

retiring. Yet, I know that God may have other plans.  

 

I am also grateful that before all of this happened, Twila and I were able to make another western 

trip to visit relatives up and down the West Coast and enjoy some of God’s marvelous creation 

along the way!  

 

Amidst the changing houses of our lives, may we live out the prophet’s words: Come, let us walk 

in the light of the LORD!"  

 

Peace, 

 

Paul and Twila  

 




